

	
		
			
		
		
			
			
			
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	



	Skip to content
	
	
		
			
								
									
			

			
				Toggle Menu
				
					Primary Navigation

						Home
	Read
	Sign in
	
	
		Search in book:
		
	
	
		
		Search
	






				
			

		


				
			Want to create or adapt books like this? Learn more about how Pressbooks supports open publishing practices.				
					
						
					
				
			

		

							
				
					Book Contents Navigation

										
						Contents

						
								Introduction to Pressbooks

	Why Use Pressbooks?
	About This Guide


	The Simple 5 Step Guide to Making a Book with Pressbooks

	Create Your Book
	Add Your Book Information
	Add and Organize Your Text
	Choose Your Book Theme
	Export Your Book


	Manage Your Account
	Register for a Pressbooks.pub Account

	Register Your Account
	Register Your First Book


	Upgrade Your Pressbooks.pub Book

	What’s Included When You Upgrade
	Premium Support
	Update Billing Information


	Change Your Password

	Changing Your Password When You Can’t Log In
	Changing Your Password When You’re Already Logged In


	Update Your User Profile

	Personal Options
	Name
	Contact Info
	About Yourself
	Account Management


	Erase Your Personal Data


	Delete a Book




	The Authoring Dashboard
	Organize

	Navigating the Organize Menu
	Adding a new section
	Editing, Viewing, and Reordering Sections
	Book Privacy and Exporting
	Related Chapters


	Book Info

	General Book Information
	Cover Image
	Subject
	Copyright
	About the Book
	Additional Catalog Information
	Book-level Contributors


	Appearance

	Selecting Your Book Theme
	Theme Options
	Custom Styles


	Export

	Select Content for Export
	Export Your Book Files
	Export your Book as as Pressbooks XML file
	Export Your Book as a Common Cartridge File
	Viewing Your Latest Exports
	Distributing Your Exported Files on the Web


	Import


	Publish


	Media

	Adding media to your Library
	Adding details to your media
	Editing Images
	Deleting media


	Users

	Adding Users and Assigning Permissions
	Managing Users and Changing Permissions
	User Roles in Pressbooks


	Settings

	Change the Visibility of Your Book
	Change the Visibility of Private Content
	Enable Comments
	Share Latest Export Files
	Pressbooks Directory
	Export
	File Settings
	Hypothesis
	H5P
	MathJax or QuickLaTeX
	Akismet Anti-Spam


	My Catalog

	What is the Catalog?
	Using the Catalog
	Customizing your Catalog Profile




	Make Your Book
	What Is a Webbook?

	How a Webbook is Made
	The Webbook Homepage
	The Pressbooks Reading Interface
	Webbook Interactivity – Pressbooks
	Why Create a Webbook?


	Bring Your Content Into Pressbooks

	Write Your Book Directly in Pressbooks
	Copy and Paste from Another Source
	Import from a Word Document
	Import from a Pressbooks XML file


	Find Books on the Pressbooks Directory

	Search the Directory
	Filter Directory Results
	Book Cards


	Clone a Book

	Clone a Book
	Understand Cloning Error Messages
	What Content is Cloned
	Enable Source Comparison in a Cloned Book
	View Source Comparison for a Cloned Book


	Create and Edit Front Matter

	Add New Front Matter
	Delete Front Matter
	Edit Front Matter
	Apply Front Matter Types
	Understand Front Matter Order in Exports


	Create and Edit Parts

	Add a New Part
	Delete a Part
	Edit or Rename a Part
	Make a Part ‘Invisible’
	Changing the Part Label


	Create and Edit Chapters

	Add a Chapter
	Delete a Chapter
	Edit a Chapter:
	Chapter Types
	Status & Visibility Settings
	Using the Visual and Text Editors
	View, Compare, and Restore Revisions
	Chapter Metadata
	Owners
	Edit Chapter URL
	Discussion and Comments
	Changing the Chapter Label


	Create and Edit Back Matter

	Add New Back Matter
	Delete Back Matter
	Edit Back Matter
	Back Matter Types
	Understand Display Order in Export Files
	Indexes and Notes


	Control Your Book's Privacy Settings

	Global Privacy Settings
	Chapter-level Privacy Settings


	Edit Content with the Visual & Text Editors

	Use the Visual Editor
	Use the Text Editor
	HTML Basics
	Write in Markdown


	Display Embedded Media

	Display Uploaded Media in Your Book
	Embed Content via oEmbed
	Embed iframes
	Use Embed and Media Shortcodes
	Insert H5P Activities
	Embedded Media in Exports


	Edit Images

	Edit Image Details
	Crop, Rotate, or Scale an Image
	Replace an Image in One Location
	Replace an Image Globally


	Create and Display Contributors

	Accessing the Contributors page
	Creating a New Contributor
	Contributor List
	Displaying Contributor Information


	Create and Display Glossary Terms

	Create a New Glossary Term
	Link to an Existing Term
	Create a Glossary List


	Add Footnotes or Chapter Endnotes

	Add Footnotes
	Choose Where To Display Footnotes in PDF Exports
	Convert Footnotes from Imported Documents


	Create Tables

	Add or Delete Tables Using the Visual Editor
	Edit Table Structure
	Change Table Appearance
	Adjust Table Width and Height
	Change Border Weight
	Add a Table Caption
	Create Interactive Tables
	Add TablePress Tables to a Chapter


	Create Textboxes

	Add Textboxes to Your Book
	Customize Your Textbox Colors


	Add Mathematical Notation

	Display LaTeX with MathJax
	Display AsciiMath with MathJax
	Display MathML with MathJax
	Render LaTeX with WP QuickLaTeX
	Render LaTeX in H5P Activities
	Use Math in TablePress


	Enable Annotation with Hypothesis

	Enable Hypothesis in Your Book


	Create Interactive Content with H5P

	Create H5P Activities
	Import H5P Activities
	Add H5P Activities to Your Book
	View All H5P Activities in Your Book


	Use Shortcodes

	Headings and subheadings
	Code
	Email
	Equation/Latex
	Blockquote
	Footnote
	Anchor
	Textbox
	Columns
	Media
	Captions
	Apply Custom Classes
	Nesting Shortcodes


	Make Your Book Accessible and Inclusive

	Publish Accessible Content
	Use Accessibility Features Provided By Pressbooks
	Help Translate Pressbooks


	Fix Common Formatting Problems

	Remove Unwanted Span Elements
	Heading Styles
	Blockquotes  (and )
	Non-indented Paragraphs
	Lists (Bulleted and Numbered)


	Add Relevant Metadata

	Improving Directory Metadata


	Support Multilingual Publications

	Set Your Book’s Language
	Add Language & Script Support


	Restore and Permanently Delete Content

	To restore Trashed Content
	To Permanently Delete Content


	Search & Replace




	Produce Exports
	Automatic Pages and Export-only Content

	Title Page 
	Half-Title Page
	Copyright Notice
	Table of Contents
	Numeration and Running Content


	Apply Custom Styles

	Add Custom Styles
	What Changes are Possible
	View and Restore Previous Revisions
	Pressbooks Custom CSS Theme


	Apply Special Formatting

	Set Custom Indentation Rules for Selected Paragraphs
	Insert a Soft Return
	Disable Hyphenation for Specific Passages
	Change Tracking for a Selected Passage
	Create Section and Page Breaks in PDF Exports
	Change List Display
	Insert Pullquotes
	Add Dropcaps


	Make a Book Cover

	Change Your Webbook Cover
	Create a Marketing Cover for your Ebook Exports
	Create a Print-on-demand Book Cover
	Use the Pressbooks Cover Generator


	Produce Ebook (EPUB) Exports

	Select Your Ebook Theme Options
	Make and Download EPUB Exports


	Produce PDF Exports

	Export Your Book as a PDF
	Print PDF Cover Options
	Configure PDF Export Options
	Preview your PDF Export


	Fix Validation Errors

	Email Yourself Validation Logs
	Interpret EPUB Validation Logs
	Interpret PDF Validation Logs
	SASS Error Validation Logs


	Lock Your Theme

	Lock Your Theme


	Distribute Your Book

	Ready Your Files for Distribution
	Submit Your Book to an Ebook Marketplace or Printing Service
	Add ‘Buy’ Links to Your Book’s Home Page




	Pressbooks Guides and OER Resources

	OER Repositories and Directories
	Resources for OER



 
						

					

															Pressbooks User Guide


					
											

				
			

			

	
	
Produce Exports

			
		
Pressbooks outputs PDFs of your book with different professional template designs depending on the theme you’ve chosen. Pressbooks allows users to produce two different types of PDF export files: ‘PDF (for digital distribution)‘ and ‘PDF (for print)‘.

PDF (for digital distribution) exports are designed to be viewed on a digital device (like a computer, tablet, phone). These PDFs use the PDF/UA-1 profile and are tagged for accessibility. PDF (for digital distribution) exports support both internal and external links (links will be distinguished by color and underlining) and the use of transparent images, which print PDFs do not.

PDF (for print) exports are designed to be printed. These PDFs use the PDF/X-4 profile are are designed to meet the highest standards for print on demand services. PDF (for print) exports do not include visual indicators for links. Because readers cannot see the target of hyperlinked text in a printed text, you can use Custom Styles to display the target URL. The following CSS will display the URLs for links in your book in parenthesis after the link text when added to your book’s PDF stylesheet (click Appearance > Custom Styles  and choose the PDF option from the droptown):

.print a:after {

content: " (" attr(data-url) ")"; }





Note: For users on the pressbooks.pub network, Custom Styles is only available on a book with the Collaboration plan.

Export Your Book as a PDF

To produce a PDF export for your book:

	Click ‘Export‘ in the left sidebar menu.
	Select PDF for print and/or digital distribution.
	Press ‘Export Your Book‘
	Download the PDF file from the exports list and share or distribute it as you see fit.


Learn more about making your PDF files available for download, for free, from your book’s homepage.

Print PDF Cover Options

When you are printing and binding a book, your printer or print-on-demand supplier will ask for two separate files:

	the book interior (the actual content of your book)
	the book cover file (a single PDF file which contains the front cover, the spine and the back cover).


The PDF (for Print) export file will give you the file you can provide as the book interior. Learn more about your options for producing a book cover file.


Configure PDF Export Options

How a Pressbooks export file looks is determined by your choice of “Theme” and related theme options. In addition to the global options which apply to the webbook and all export formats, you can also choose from several PDF-specific options. The PDF export options which will be available for your book may differ depending on the theme you’ve selected, but can include the following:

Header Font 

Allows you to change the theme’s default header font to any one of a variety of open-source serif and sans serif typefaces. (NOTE: This option is currently only available in the McLuhan and Malala themes.)

Body Font 

Allows you to change the theme’s body header font to any one of a variety of open-source serif and sans serif typefaces. (NOTE: This option is currently only available in the McLuhan and Malala themes.)

Body Font Size

Allows you to set the body font size for your book. Several other elements in the book (like headings, tables, block quotes, and captions) are set in proportion to this size and will be adjusted accordingly.

Footnote Font Size

Allows you to set the font size for footnotes in your book. Footnotes are typically displayed slightly smaller than the body font size.

Body Line Height

Allows you to set the body line height for your book (this controls the amount of space between two lines of text).

Page Size

Allows you to choose the page size of your exported PDFs. Options include:

	Digest (5.5 x 8.5″): typical paperback size
	US Trade (6 x 9″): larger paperback size
	US Letter (8.5 x 11″): “printer paper” size, good for reports, whitepapers, some textbooks
	Custom (8.5 x 9.25″): a larger format book
	Duodecimo (5 x 7.75″): a wee little book
	Pocket (4.25 x 7″): small pocketbook size
	A4 (21 x 29.7 cm): standard European “printer paper” format, good for reports, whitepapers, some textbooks
	A5 (14.8 x 21 cm): half the size of the standard European printer paper format
	Custom: when selected, fields will appear where you can enter a custom width and height.


Default is set at the network level, but is most commonly set to Digest.

Margins

Allow you to set the top, bottom, inside, and outside margins for your book (i.e. the space between your content and the edge of the page).

Note: If you plan to use a print-on-demand service, setting any margin to less than 2cm means that your file may be rejected (which can result in costly change fees). This is especially true for top and bottom margins which often need to accomodate running header or footer content within the space alloted for your book’s margins.

Hyphens

Allows you to apply automatic hyphenation in PDF outputs. Default is hyphens off.

Paragraph Separation

Allows you to set your PDF export to display paragraph separation as either an indent (with no line space between paragraphs) or a line space between paragraphs (with no indent at the beginning of paragraphs. Default is indented paragraphs.

Section Openings

Pressbooks PDFs can be used for at least two different purposes:

a) to be printed and bound as a physical book. In the case of outputting for printing and binding, Pressbooks inserts blank pages to achieve a typographical convention that every chapter begins in the right page in a two-page spread.

b) to be distributed as a electronic file, for readers to read on their computers, tablets and smart phones. In this case, users don’t typically want blank pages.

The choice is yours. Default is blank pages are inserted.

Table of Contents

Sometimes you want a table of contents. Sometimes you don’t. Pressbooks will generate the TOC automatically if you want it to, or include no Table of Contents at all. Default is include the Table of Contents.

Crop Marks

Allows you to produce crop marks (required by some printers). Default is crop marks off.

Footnote style

Allows you to display footnote content as standard footnotes (at the bottom of the page in which they occur) or as chapter endnotes. Default is footnotes.

Widows and Orphans

Allows you to control how many lines constitute widows and orphans. Default is: 2 lines for widows, one line for orphans.

Running Heads & Feet

Allows you to control the running content at the top (heads) or bottom (feet) of your book.




Note: When you select any of the preset options (except “Blank” or “Custom”) you will see a short piece of code appear in the field below the dropdown menu (i.e. %section_title% or %part_title%). These ‘strings’ instruct Pressbooks to print the requested value in your PDF. If you select “Blank”, no text will appear in this area of your running heads & feet.

If you select “Custom”, you can enter any text you like, including combinations of the preset variables and fixed text. For example, if your book title was “General Chemistry” and the book’s author was “Dr. Lise Meitner”, the custom value %book_title% by %book_author% would return ‘General Chemistry by Dr. Lise Meitner’




Preview your PDF Export

To see exactly how changes you’ve made to your book’s content or theme will affect the appearance of your PDF exports, you will have to generate new PDF exports. However, you can preview the XHTML output of your book in your browser along with much of the CSS that will be applied when your PDF export is generated. This preview is not perfect, but it often provides a helpful approximation of how your book look as a PDF in the browser (which gives you access to the browser’s powerful inspect tools for exploring your book’s underlying HTML and CSS).

To view the XHTML for your book, produce a PDF export with your desired Theme and options. Once you have done this, scroll to the bottom of any backend page for your book in Pressbooks and click the Diagnostics link. Then scroll down to “View Source.” Click View your book’s XHTML source.



This will open a page which will attempt to display a preview of your book as it will look in PDF form. The URL for this preview will be https://YOURBOOK.URL/format/xhtml?debug=prince.
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